Reading for Monday in the First Week of Ordinary Time
13th January 2025

First reading Hebrews 1:1-6

‘God has spoken to us by his Son.’

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son,
today I have begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son’? And again,
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 97(96):1, 2b. 6, 7¢c. 9. R cf. 7¢
All his angels, worship God.

The Lord is king, let earth rejoice;
let the many islands be glad.

Justice and right are the foundation of his throne.
The skies proclaim his justice;

all peoples see his glory.

All you angels, worship him.

For you indeed are the Lord,

most high above all the earth,
exalted far above all gods.

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:15

Alleluia, alleluia.

The kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the gospel.
Alleluia.

Gospel Mark 1:14-20

‘Repent and believe in the gospel.’
After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into
the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers
of men.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw
James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him.



Short reflection on the reading for today

Any encounter between two or more people has potential to be a lifegiving moment. The meeting that
Peter, Andrew, James and John had with Jesus was such a life-giving moment for those four fishermen,
the life-giving power of God was present to them in the person of Jesus. That power of God present in
Jesus was the power of love, a love that promised forgiveness, healing, acceptance, a love that gave them
a mission in life. The kind of encounter that Peter, Andrew, James and John had with Jesus is offered to
each one of us. Jesus is not just a figure of history, belonging to the past. He is the living Lord, still
present in his church and in the world, constantly calling out to us and meeting with us in the course of
our day to day lives, as he met with Simon, Andrew, James and John while they were going about their
work as fishermen.

The Lord meets with us and he speaks to us through the Sacraments, in particular the Eucharist, through
the Scriptures, through other people, through nature and from deep within our own hearts. Each time
the Lord meets with us we will first hear the good news of God’s unconditional love for us, “the kingdom
of God is close at hand.” We will also hear the call to mission, the call to be good news for others, to be
the Lord’s body in the world, his feet, his hands, his mouth, his eyes, his ears, “I will make you into
fishers of people.” This morning we pray for the grace to be as open and response to the Lord’s presence
and call as Peter, Andrew, James and John were.



