Reading for Weekday in Ordinary Time

11th  October 2024

First reading

Galatians 3:7-14
The sons of Abraham are those who rely on faith
Don’t you see that it is those who rely on faith who are the sons of Abraham? Scripture foresaw that God
was going to use faith to justify the pagans, and proclaimed the Good News long ago when Abraham was
told: In you all the pagans will be blessed. Those therefore who rely on faith receive the same blessing as
Abraham, the man of faith.

On the other hand, those who rely on the keeping of the Law are under a curse, since scripture
says: Cursed be everyone who does not persevere in observing everything prescribed in the book of the
Law. The Law will not justify anyone in the sight of God, because we are told: the righteous man finds
life through faith. The Law is not even based on faith, since we are told: The man who practises these
precepts finds life through practising them. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law by being
cursed for our sake, since scripture says: Cursed be everyone who is hanged on a tree. This was done so
that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might include the pagans, and so that through faith we
might receive the promised Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 110(111):1-6
The Lord keeps his covenant ever in mind.
I will thank the Lord with all my heart
in the meeting of the just and their assembly.
Great are the works of the Lord,
to be pondered by all who love them.
Majestic and glorious his work,
his justice stands firm for ever.
He makes us remember his wonders.
The Lord is compassion and love.
He gives food to those who fear him;
keeps his covenant ever in mind.
He has shown his might to his people
by giving them the lands of the nations.

Gospel Acclamation Jni1o:27

Alleluia, alleluia!
The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice,

says the Lord,

I know them and they follow me.

Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 11:15-26

The finger of God has overtaken you

When Jesus had cast out a devil, some of the people said, ‘It is through Beelzebul, the prince of devils,
that he casts out devils.” Others asked him, as a test, for a sign from heaven; but, knowing what they were
thinking, he said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is heading for ruin, and a household
divided against itself collapses. So too with Satan: if he is divided against himself, how can his kingdom



stand? — since you assert that it is through Beelzebul that I cast out devils. Now if it is through Beelzebul
that I cast out devils, through whom do your own experts cast them out? Let them be your judges then.
But if it is through the finger of God that I cast out devils, then know that the kingdom of God has
overtaken you. So long as a strong man fully armed guards his own palace, his goods are undisturbed;
but when someone stronger than he is attacks and defeats him, the stronger man takes away all the
weapons he relied on and shares out his spoil.

‘He who is not with me is against me; and he who does not gather with me scatters.

‘When an unclean spirit goes out of a man it wanders through waterless country looking for a place to
rest, and not finding one it says, “I will go back to the home I came from.” But on arrival, finding it swept
and tidied, it then goes off and brings seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and set
up house there, so that the man ends up by being worse than he was before.’

Short reflection on the reading for today

Some people put Jesus to the test by asking for a sign from heaven. They want him to perform some
spectacular miracle, to prove his credentials, but are completely blind to the presence of God in the
ministry of Jesus itself. Jesus declares that it is by the finger of God that he drives demons out of people.
God is powerfully at work in his ministry if only people had eyes to see it. There is no need for Jesus to do
a spectacular sign.

Some seem to be obsessed with the unusual and the miraculous. It would be a great pity if we fail to see
how the Lord is present among us in and through the goodness of others, in and through people’s quiet
prayerfulness. We can miss the deeper dimension of the everyday and the familiar. I think of the poet
Joseph Mary Plunkett who wrote, “I see his blood upon the rose and in the stars the glory of his eyes.”
Nature spoke to him of Christ. The best of human nature and human relationships can speak to us even
more powerfully of the Lord.



